Old Article from September 2000 on Mine Surveying from WA DME

MINESAF

Mine surveying : an essential service

Articles emphasising the pivotal role
of surveying in the mining industry
have been a recuring feature of
MIMESAFE magazine, Regreftably,
their inclusion has on occasion been
prompted by the occurrence of some
tragic event in which surveying
deficiencies played a major part. The
Gretley Colliery disaster in NSW,
during 1996, where four miners lost
their lives, is the most recent of
these, The unfortunate fact is,
however, that the circumstances of
the accident at Gretley closely reflect
those of another mining disaster at
Lafthouse Colliery in England during
the 1960°s. Elements of bath
accidents can be identified in the
conditions relating to many other
incidents in Europe, North America
and Southern Africa. Given the
manner in which these accidents
continue tooccur, an observer could
be forgiven for thinking that mining
people are clearly not heeding the
lessons of history!

The nature of underground mining
requires that 2 means of knowing

where we are, where we have been
and where we are going, must be
used, and in fact some form of survey
has been employed since the earliest
times. Theimportance of accuracy in
measurement and recording of results
in relation to production has always
beenrecognized. Less recognition
seems 10 have been given to the
safety benefits of good survey
practice. The unknown presence of
old werkings, out of date or inaccurate
mine ventilation plans and poorly
controlled excavation of underground
openings present very seripus hazards,
In surface mining, monitoring of pit
wall stability, control of haulroad
curves and gradients, are areas where
survey has a major safety impact. The
importance of these issues must not
be underestimated.

Swvey Professionals on the Mines
Survey Board have expressed seripus
concern that the situation on some
WA mines leaves much to be desired,
The professional competency of
survey personnel is not perceived to
be a prablem, but *controls and

checks on standards of practice, and
verification of precision and integrity
Improved

management of the process with

are lacking in some cases”,

adequate monitoring and menforing
by experienced professionalsisseen
a5 an appropriate response to these
shee o in gs.

The importance of surveying in the
mining indusiry is emphasised by the
fact that it is a registered ocoupation
under the Mines Safety and
Inspection Act 1994, While this
recognises the importance of the
surveyor s rale, it is important to note
that the ultimate responsibility to
ensure that qualified persons are
appointed and that equipment
resources and facilities are available
rests with the Registered Mine
Manager and, through that person, the
Principal Employer,

Further information on this topic may
be obiained from Safety Bulletin Mo,
57, which has recently been issued
by the State Mining Engineer and is
available on the DME homepage.



