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I	would	like	to	respectfully	acknowledge	the	Turrbal	(TUHR-a-bull)	people,	
the	Traditional	Owners	of	the	land	on	which	this	event	is	taking	place	
and	Elders	both	past	and	present.		

I	also	recognise	those	whose	ongoing	effort	to	protect	and	promote	
Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	cultures	will	leave	a	lasting	legacy	
for	future	Elders	and	leaders.	

I	would	like	to	welcome,	

	

Mr	Mick	Harris,	President	of	the	Australian	Institute	of	Mine	Surveyors	

All	Members	of	ISM	Presidium,	

Keynote	speakers,	

All	authors,	presenters	and	participants,	

Ladies	and	Gentleman.	

	

International	Society	for	Mine	Surveying	(ISM)	-	40th	Anniversary	and	40	years	of	
Australian	involvement.	
	
This	year	the	International	Society	for	Mine	Surveying	
celebrates	the	40th	anniversary	of	its	foundation.	However,	
what	is	worth	to	mention,	Australia	participated	in	the	
activities	of	this	professional	organization	from	its	inception.	
	
The	idea	of	an	international	organisation	uniting	mine	
surveyors	was	borne	at	the	First	International	Symposium	on	
Mine	Surveying,	Mining	Geology	and	Mining	Geometry	in	
Prague,	at	that	time	Czechoslovakia,	in	August	1969.	This	
conference	has	given	an	impulse	to	organisation	of	more	
specialised	symposiums	focusing	on	the	mine	surveying	
profession.		
Recently	Prof	Adam	Chrzanowski,	the	honorary	member	of	ISM	
Presidium,	from	the	Brunswick	University	in	Canada,	sent	me	a	
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copy	of	the	original	Constituent	Protocol,	founding	ISM.	He	has	
written	"	In	1973	we	met	in	Kiruna,	Sweden.	In	1974	I	hosted	
the	organizing	meeting	in	Kingston,	Canada.	At	that	time	we	
had	only	6	countries	involved	in	the	creation	of	ISM:	Austria,	
Germany,	Canada,	Czechoslovakia,	Hungary,	and	Poland.	Prof.	
Spickernagel	of	Austria	chaired	the	organizing	committee.	He	
became	the	first	President	of	ISM	in	1976.	The	document,	
[confirming		the]	creation	of	ISM,	was	signed	by	
[representatives	of]	16	countries	in	Leoben,	Austria,	on	June	30,	
1976.	[Adam	has	written]	It	was	a	moving	moment	for	all	of	
those	dedicated	to	mining	surveying."	
So,	It	was	at	the	IIIrd	International	Symposium	for	Mine	
Surveying	in	Leoben,	Austria,	when	the	participants	
representing	different	countries	decided	to	formally	establish	
the	International	Society	for	Mine	Surveying	(ISM).	As	
mentioned	by	Dr.	Chrzanowski,	there	were	16	original	
signatories	of	this	document.	Among	others,	there	was	the	
signature	of	Mr.	Dalby	from	Australia.	
	
Yes,	Australia's	direct	involvement	with	ISM	began	however	
with	Mr.	George	Dalby,	the	signatory	of	the	original	Constituent	
Protocol	and	the	presidium	member	since	1976.		
The	links	between	ISM	and	Australia	were	continued	by	Mr.	
Jock	Campbell	(from	Mount	Isa),	who	from	the	6th	
International	Congress	and	Exhibition	in	Harrogate,	in	
September	1986,	became	formally	representative	of	Australia	
in	the	ISM	Presidium.	This	was	possible	as	the	Institution	of	
Engineering	and	Mining	Surveyors	Australia	Inc.	(IEMSA)	was	
formally	created	and	it	covered	all	Australian	states.	
Australia’s	role,	during	this	period,	was	mostly	public	relations	
with	overseas	colleagues,	until	1987	when	the	National	Council	
of	IEMSA	decided	on	the	more	positive	and	active	involvement.	
Such	involvement	allowed	Australia	to	be	placed	on	the	ISM	
schedule	to	hold	the	10th	ISM	Congress	in	1997.	
From	1990	Australian	representation	on	the	ISM	Presidium	was	
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transferred	to	Mr.	Tony	Pivac.	
At	the	1991	and	1994	ISM	Congresses	in	Lexington,	USA,	and	
Prague,	Czechoslovakia,	Australia	was	well	represented	and	set	
up	booths	to	promote	the	first	Australian	Congress	"Down	
Under"	in	1997.	Mr.	David	M.	Attrill,	Congress	Chairman,	has	
assessed	the	participation	in	these	congresses	as	"successful	
and	worthwhile"	and	as	the	great	"learning	experience	…	and	a	
lesson	on	the	importance	of	global	participation”.	
From	1995	Mr.	Toni	Pivac	became	ISM	President	and	
successfully	led	the	organisation	to	its	1997	10th	ISM	Congress	
in	Fremantle,	Western	Australia.		
The	1997	ISM	Congress	had	the	main	theme	"Mining	in	the	3rd	
Millennium	-	The	Social	and	Environmental	Impacts".	It	
provided	a	forum	for	looking	towards	the	future	and	
overcoming	some	of	the	rehabilitation	and	social	problems	
associated	with	mining.	The	response	from	countries	around	
the	world	has	been	particularly	gratifying	to	the	organisers,	and	
many	presentations,	on	a	much	broader	range	of	subjects	than	
the	traditional	mine	surveying,	was	also	a	satisfying	reward.	
Mr.	Pivac	continued	as	Australia’s	representative	and	a	part	of	
ISM	Presidency	till	2001.	
	
From	2002	I	was	entrusted	with	Australian	representation	in	
the	ISM	Presidium.	When	I	was	relatively	new	to	Australia	
(coming	here	in	1996),	I	had	relatively	long-standing	
involvement	with	ISM	and	participated	in	ISM	activities	and	
congresses	from	1988	(VIIth	Congress	in	Leningrad,	USSR).	
	
In	2011	Australian	Institute	of	Mine	Surveyors	expressed	its	
interest	to	host	again	a	future	ISM	Congress	in	Australia.	This	
was	presented	in	the	form	of	the	official	letter	and	bidding	
report	to	the	ISM	Presidium	at	its	meeting	in	Freiberg,	Germany	
(26-30	Sept	2011).	The	Australian	bid	was	successful	and	the	
2016	ISM	Congress	has	been	awarded,	second	time,	to	
Australia.	
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The	congress	organising	group	(committee)	started	activities	
practically	from	2012	under	the	leadership	of	Mr.	Callum	
McNaughton	(Director	and	former	President	of	AIMS)	as	the	
Congress	Convener	and	Mr.	Chris	Moy	(vice-President	of	AIMS)	
as	the	Congress	Chair.	Over	the	past	five	years	the	Organising	
Committee	steady	build-up	its	activities,	created	a	budget,	
appointed	Arinex	as	the	Congress’	PCO,	and	secured	Brisbane	
Convention	and	Exhibition	Centre	as	the	venue.	
Traditionally	as	the	congress	organiser	Australia	got	the	ISM	
Presidency	for	the	period	2014	-	2016.		
	
The	ISM	Congress	is	an	opportunity	for	delegates	to	share	
knowledge	in	advances	of	the	science	and	practice	of	mine	
surveying,	mining	and	geotechnical	engineering,	geology,	
mineral	evaluation	and	allied	disciplines.	The	program	includes	
keynote	sessions,	scientific	and	technical	presentations,	
technical	workshop,	poster	presentation,	technical	tours,	
exhibition,	and	social	events.	

The	organisers	would	like	to	encourage	all	participants	to	
download	the	special	congress	app,	which	is	the	best	Congress’	
guide	and	personal	organiser.	

This	year	the	Congress	theme,	“Connecting	Education	and	
Industry”	aims	to	bring	the	program	back	to	the	‘coal	face’	of	
our	international	industry,	ensuring	that	mine	surveyors	
working	on-site	as	well	as	academics	are	involved.	
For	those	who	have	attended	an	ISM	Congress	before,	a	large	
component	has	always	been	on	cultural	emersion	and	forging	
international	connections;	and	this	Congress	is	no	different.	
With	an	extensive	social	program,	there	are	social	functions	
each	night,	as	well	as,	optional	technical	tour	and	a	walking	
tour	for	accompanying	persons.	
	
ISM2016	is	the	great	opportunity	to	learn,	exchange	
experiences,	forge	new	professional	relationships	and	
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friendships	and	for	the	international	participants	explore	this	
exquisite	country.	
	
Let	me	forward	the	very	warm	welcome	to	all	participants.	
	
At	the	end	I	would	like	to	mention	people	who	tirelessly	
worked	on	organization	of	this	event:	

Mr	Callum	MacNoughton	and	Mr	Chris	Moy,	Both	Congress	
Chairs,	

All	members	of	the	Congress	Organising	Committee	(…)	

Employees	of	Arinex	(pink	shirts):	Aimee,	Sally,	Melissa,	Remi	
and	Drew	

If	not	their	hard	work	and	persistence,	we	wont	be	able	to	
meet	here	today.	
	
Great	thanks	to	all	of	them!	
	
To	conclude,	
	
I	would	like	to	declare	this	Congress	as	OPEN!	
	
Thanks	for	attention.	
	
 


