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Brief Bio

Chris Bellman is Associate Professor and Discipline Head (Geospatial Science) in the School of
Mathematical Sciences at RMIT University. Whilst trained as a surveyor, he has spent most of his
career in the fields of photogrammetry, GIS and remote sensing in both the private sector and
academia. His academic interests are in automated image analysis, GIS databases, and some aspects
of remote sensing. Occasionally he returns to his roots and gets re-acquainted with the latest total
station and dabbles in network adjustments. Chris has been a member of the Surveying Taskforce in
Victoria since its inception in 2007 and a long-time advocate of Surveying as a career and a
profession. He was President of the Spatial Science Institute in 2004-05 and has been a member of
the Institution of Surveyors Victoria for 30 years.
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Abstract

Surveying has seen a recent resurgence as a study of choice for some students at University. Many
factors are behind this trend, including better coordinated and more effective promotion of the
career opportunities available, increased salaries in the market place (driven in part by a shortage of
skilled professionals) and the flow- on effects of the resources boom. While these are positive
changes and augur well for the future of Surveying, there are other factors that continue to threaten
both the viability and sustainability of some aspects of Surveying and surveying education.

This presentation provides a perspective on the trends in higher education, student recruitment and
surveying education through the eyes of one academic institution with a long history of providing
surveying education in Victoria.



