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• November 1998 - seminar on Gretley 
issues

• Seminar was a result of the investigation 
following the Gretley Inrush accident in 
1996

• Wallarah Colliery conducting a Risk 
Assessment on inrush.



PROJECT TEAM

• External Mine Surveyor

• Historian

• Wallarah survey staff



Wallamaine No. 8

Radar Hill O/C

F SHAFTF SHAFT

NEW WALLSENDN E W  W A L L S E N D

MOONEE COLLIERY
GREAT NORTHERN SEAM WORKINGSGREAT NORTHERN SEAM WORKINGS

MOONEE COLLIERY

S C O B I E S  T U N N E LS C O B I E S  T U N N E L

D  S H A F TD SHAFT

Wallarah Colliery

NE8 P
ane

l

          WALLARAH COLLIERY

OLD & EXISTING MINE ENTRIES

: 15th April 1999

:

:

W6U0002.dwg

:

: NTS

:

:

G. LORD

SIZE:

DRG NO

REV NO

DATE

WITHIN WALLARAH COLLIERY HOLDING

SCALE

DRAWN

REVISION

CHECKED

COAL OPERATIONS AUSTRALIA LTD

OCEAN

WALLARAH SEAM

GREAT NORTHERN SEAM

HIGHWAY

P
A

C
IF

IC

SHAFTS
OLD

PACIFIC 
MACQUARIE

LAKE

MOONEE COLLIERY

COLLIERY
NEW WALLSEND

D SHAFT

E TUNNEL

B TUNNEL

C TUNNEL

A TUNNEL



•Current and past literature

•State Archives

•Local library

•Department of Mineral Resources

•Mines Subsidence Board

•Ex managers and employees

•Local residents of Catherine Hill Bay

•Local historical society

•Review of existing information onsite
INVESTIGATION PROCESS









T

Prospecting Shaft 26.5m deep
Possible Location

Possible Location
Prospecting Shaft 17.4m

Coal at base???

Bore from Shaft Base 
extra 12.8m 30.2m Total Depth

Well 35.8m deep











LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
•Eastlakes historical society

•Matt Diver - “Big Book” on Catherine Hill Bay



LOCAL RESIDENTS

•Catherine Hill Bay has always been a mining 
town

•Many residents are direct descendants of the 
1st miners in the area

•looking for anecdotal evidence or old maps 
or plans of the area or local mines



EX EMPLOYEES
•past managers 

•previous employees who worked the pit or 
whose father worked the pit

•asked their recollections on old workings and 
entrances in the area - D Shaft mine



MINE SUBSIDENCE BOARD
•Looking at their plan database

•old mine plans

•DMR Annual Reports - dating back to 1876

•incomplete set 







DEPARTMENT of MINERAL RESOURCES

•Complete set of Annual reports

•record tracings

•colliery index

•colliery holding file

•parish maps showing coal mine locations



LIBRARY
•Newcastle Regional Library

•Lake Macquarie Regional Library

•old newspaper articles

•old plans of township 



STATE ARCHIVES

•old plans

•Wallarah Colliery info on 
company correspondence etc



LITERATURE

•Numerous literature written on Catherine 
Hill Bay

•Spoke to author

•Information not always found to be correct
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D SHAFT PIT





D SHAFT  - facts

•Opened in 1897

•Closed in 1898

•Water problems

•Approximate Location



D SHAFT - unknowns

•Was the plan the full extent of workings

•Reopened at a later date?

•Exact location of mine? 

•What seam?

•Not shown on some plans

•Prove what seam mined by D shaft pit 
would possibly solve our problem.



LOCATE D SHAFT MINE
•Fieldnotes of shaft pickup

•Winding house

•old traverse notes







Winding House



PROCESS
•Original fieldnotes

•Survey plotted in links and magnetic

•Correlation between past/present cadastral

•Scaling & rotation of field data

•D Shaft co-ordinates

•Confirmed winding house

•Field traverse



DRILLING FOR D SHAFT PIT



OUTCOMES

•D Shaft pit in Wallarah seam

•Unsure of what information not found

•Areas of concern identified

•Risk Assessment


